December 17, 2017
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
-Today: We hope to have a morning catechism service (Hofman
#38) and an afternoon service with Rev. Adams at 2:30 p.m.
-Next Week: We hope to have a morning advent reading service
and a Christmas Eve service with Student de Leeuw at 2:30 p.m.
-Advance Notices:
January 1, New Years Reading Service 9:30 a.m.
January 7, Rev. Hofman at 2:30 p.m. for Installation
January 21, Rev. Adams at 2:30 p.m.
School announcement: This week Thursday, there is a
Christmas chapel with elder De Jager at 1:00 and dismissal for
Christmas break at 2:00 pm. All are welcome for chapel.
-All the Lord willingOfferings Today: 1st General Fund
2nd School Fund

Next week: 1st General Fund
2ndSchool Settlement

New TBS reports, Paul magazines, BTB catalogues, Mission
calendars, and Daily Diaries which are handed out in the prisons
are in the rack.
There are new yearly devotional books in the back for all who
would like to take one.
Church Phone: If you would like to listen along to a service,
please contact a consistory member before each service.
We Remember in Prayer:
-The call which went out to Rev. Hakvoort.
-Mr. Gerald VanVoorst who is still in the hospital after having stents
placed and continues to have difficulties.
-Those who have been unable to gather with us for some time,
thinking especially of Mr. & Mrs. Roberts, and Mr. Hoogendoorn.
-Our widow and widowers, our elderly, the unborn, prodigal sons
and daughters, any others who are unable to gather with us today,
are under doctor’s care, and all those who have hidden crosses.

MEDITATIONS
Look in the manger at Bethlehem. There God made possible that
which was impossible by man, through Him, of Whom the prophet
could say, “His name is Wonderful.” The Mediator between God and
man had to be “very God and a real righteous man.” Notice the
revealed good pleasure of the Father. Christ was born in a filthy
animal stable in Bethlehem. He Who remained Who He was, became
that which He was not. It was according to His Divine will that He
would become man in order to be able to suffer and to die. It could
not be poorer; greater humiliation was not possible. Bethlehem would
truly be a house of bread; here a hungry and thirsty people would be
fed and comforted with Him, Who testified of Himself, “I am the bread
of life.” God will be glorified through the depth of Adam’s fall. His
Church shall be saved by the precious blood of the Cross. Look then
unto Bethlehem.
Rev. J. M. Kleppe
“The Prince of Peace” Isaiah 9:6
Lastly, He shall be called ‘the Prince of Peace,’ whose
sovereign prerogative it is, to ‘speak peace to His people;’ and there
is no peace deserving the name, but that which He bestows. The
Scripture expressly declares, ‘there is no peace to the wicked.’ By
whatever name we call that thoughtless security and insensibility, in
which mankind generally live, while ignorant of God and of
themselves, we cannot allow it to be peace. It is the effect of blindness
and hardness of heart; it will neither bear reflection nor examination.
Can they be said to possess peace, however fatally regardless they
may be of futurity, who are at present under the dominion of restless,
insatiable, and inconsistent passions and appetites? But the kingdom
of Messiah is a kingdom of peace, and in Him His happy subjects
enjoy ‘a peace which passeth all understanding,’ such as the world
can neither give nor take away. He has made ‘peace by the blood of
His cross,’ for all that come unto God by Him. Until they are in trouble
and distress, until they feel the bitterness and fear the consequences
of their sins, and see the impossibility of helping themselves, they will
not apply to Him; but whenever they do seek Him, thus ‘weary and
heavy laden,’ He hears their prayer. Their minds, for a season, are
like the sea in a storm; they are distressed with guilt, fears, and
temptations; but when He reveals His mighty name and boundless
grace to their hearts, and says, “Peace, be still,’ there is a great calm.
‘Being justified by faith, they have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.’ He gives them peace likewise in a changing
troublesome world, by inviting and enabling them to cast all their cares
upon him, and to trust all their concerns in His hands, upon the
assurance His word gives them, that He careth for them, and will
manage and overrule everything for their good.
~John Newton
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For unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is given: and the government shall
be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6
Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.

