September 23, 2018

house of God, with what devotion they would come. Oh, let this
provoke us to diligence in hearing.
~Thomas Watson

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today: We hope to have a morning reading service and an evening
catechism service.
Next Week: We hope to have a morning catechism service and an
evening reading service.
Advance Notices: October 7, 2:30 p.m. Rev. Witvoet
October 11, 7:00 p.m. Thursday Bible studies resume
October 14, Children catechism classes/adult study resume
October 30, 7:00 p.m. Rev. Witvoet, Reformation Day
November 11, 9:30 a.m. conf. of faith & 2:30 p.m. Rev. Vergunst
December 16, 2:30 p.m. Rev. Witvoet
-All the Lord WillingOfferings Today: 1st General Fund
Next week: 1st General Fund
2nd Theological School
2nd School Special Coll.*

What an unspeakable mercy to have any one fruit of the Spirit, and
the fear of God in the heart! There are many great and precious
promises spoken to the man that fears God; the eye, the hand, and
the heart of God is towards that man. What greater blessing can a
man be enriched and blessed with under the canopy of heaven than
to have the eye of God upon him and the hand of God towards him
for good. We may indeed say, “Blessed is that man and woman that
is in such a case.” The Holy Ghost tells us, “Though a sinner do evil
a hundred times and his days be prolonged, yet surely” – it stands
firmer than heaven or earth – “surely it shall be well with them that
fear God.” So, if we can trace out that we are in possession of that
fear it will be of greater value to us than the whole of Europe. To
have God on our side is to have everything! to have Him against us
is the most woeful thing that can happen to a man in time and in
eternity.
~F. Covell

*This is the special school tuition collection for this year.
The Publican’s Prayer
We Remember in Prayer:
-Those who have been unable to gather with us for some time, our
widows and widowers, our elderly, the unborn, prodigal sons and
daughters, any others who are unable to gather with us today, are
under doctor’s care, and all those who have hidden crosses.

MEDITATIONS
When we come to the Word preached, we come to a matter of the
highest importance; therefore we should stir up ourselves and listen
with the greatest devotion. Consider that it is God that is speaking in
His Word. Let us consider the weightiness of the matters delivered
to us, as Moses said to Israel, “I call heaven and earth to record this
day against you, that I have set before you life and death.” In the
Word preached salvation is concerned; here we are instructed
regarding the kingdom of God, and, if ever we should be serious, it
should be now. It may be the last time that God will ever speak to
us in His Word. We may go from the place of hearing to the place
of judging. If people would think this way when they come into the

A Hottentot, being under deep conviction of sin, was anxious to know
how to pray; he went to his master, a Dutchman, to consult with him,
but received no encouragement. A sense of his own wickedness
increased, and he had no one near to direct him. Occasionally,
however, he was admitted with the family at the time of prayer. The
portion of Scripture, which was one day read by the master, was the
parable of the Pharisee and the Publican. While the prayer of the
Pharisee was being read, the poor Hottentot thought within himself,
“This is a good man; there is nothing for me.” But when his master
came to the prayer of the Publican – “God be merciful to me a sinner”
– “This suits me,” he cried; “now I know how to pray!” With this prayer
he immediately retired, and prayed night and day for two days, and
then found peace, being instructed by Word and Spirit. Full of joy and
gratitude, he went into the fields, and as he had no one to whom he
could speak, he exclaimed, “Ye hills, ye rocks, ye trees, ye rivers, hear
what God has done for my soul! - He has been merciful to me a
sinner.”
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“...The LORD is my light and my
salvation; whom shall I fear? the
LORD is the strength of my life; of
whom shall I be afraid?”
Psalms 27:1

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.

