
October 22, 2023 
 

This Week: 9:30 a.m. Catechism Reading Service (LD20) 

    6:30 p.m. Reading Service 

    Classes after the morning service. *   

     *assignments can be found on the website 

 

Next Week:  9:30 a.m. Reading Service 

    6:30 p.m. Catechism Reading Service (LD21) 

    Classes after the morning service 

 

This Friday: Post-high school and young married adults organized 

activities evening being held at 7:00 p.m. in the school gym. 

There will be snacks and refreshments provided. 

 

Advance Notice: 

-November 1, Rev. Slingerland hopes to serve us for a 

Reformation Day service at 7:00 p.m. 

-All the Lord willing- 

 

Thank you: The family of Clazina Burggraaf would like to extend a 

heartfelt thank you to all those who sent prayers, cards, food and 

gifts, and helped with the lunch, in the loss of our dear mother, 

grandmother, and sister. May the Lord heal the sorrows of the 

broken-hearted as we acknowledge our time is in His hands. -

Psalm 31 

 

Collections: Today: 1st General Fund   Next week: 1st General Fund 

            2nd Disaster Relief      2nd Alpha Center 

 

Collections Received in September: 

   General Fund  $2797.23 

   NAGMission  $634.00 

   Alpha Center  $433.00 

   Prison Diaries   $312.00 

   Israel Mission  $229.00 

   Emeritus Fund  $368.00  

 

We Remember in Prayer: 

-Mrs. Emma Zomer, who commemorates her 82nd birthday today. 

-Rev. van Ruitenburg, who was granted emeritus status this past 

Wednesday by Classis West. 

-Our widows and lonely ones, the unborn, prodigal sons and 

daughters, and all those with hidden crosses. 

MEDITATIONS 
 

“And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night 
unto him” Luke 18:7  

 

“Behold, he prayeth”, was the word of the Lord to Ananias to 

convince him that dreaded persecutor, Saul of Tarsus, had been 
quickened by the Spirit. And what a mercy it is for the quickened 
soul that the blessed Spirit thus helps his sinking, trembling spirit, 
puts life and energy into his cries and sighs, holds him up and keeps 
him steadfast at the throne, and thus enables him to persevere with 
his earnest suings for mercy, mingles faith with his petitions, and 
himself most graciously and kindly intercedes within him and for him 
with groaning which cannot be uttered. This is “praying with the 
spirit” and “in the Holy Ghost”. This is pouring out the heart before 
God, pouring out the soul before the Lord; and by this free discharge 
of the contents of an almost bursting heart, sensible relief is given 
to the burdened spirit.  

By this special mark, the convictions of a quickened soul are 
distinguished from the pangs of guilt and remorse which are 
sometimes aroused in the natural conscience. Cain said “My 
punishment is greater than I can bear,” but there was neither 
repentance nor prayer in his heart; for ”he went out from the 
presence of the Lord”—the very presence which the living soul is 
seeking to reach and be found in, and into which the Spirit brings 
him. Saul was “sore distressed,” when God answered him, “neither 
by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets,” but he goes to the witch 
of Endor, and in the end falls upon his own sword. Judas repented 
himself of his accursed treachery, but went and hanged himself. No 
prayer, no supplication was in either of their hearts.  

So it is prophesied that men shall gnaw their tongues for pain, and 
yet shall blaspheme the God of heaven because of their pains and 
their sores, and not repent of their deeds (Rev. 16: 10,11). But the 
elect cry day and night unto God; and their prayers, perfumed with 
the incense of their all-prevailing Intercessor at the right hand of the 
Father, enter into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.  

~J.C. Philpot  

 
 

For ourselves, we are weakness itself.  We have no strength, no 
power to withstand.  Confidence of any strength in us is one great 
part of our weakness; it was so in Peter.  He that says he can do 
anything, can do nothing as he should.  And, which is worse, it is 
the worst kind of weakness that is in us – a weakness from 
treachery, a weakness arising from that party which every 
temptation hath in it.  If a castle or fort be never so strong and well-



fortified, yet if there be a treacherous party within that is ready to 
betray it on every opportunity, there is no preserving it from the 
enemy.  There are traitors in our hearts, ready to take part, to close 
and side with every temptation, and to give up all to them; yes, to 
solicit and bribe temptations to do the work, as traitors incite an 
enemy.  Do not flatter yourself that you shall hold out. 

      ~ John Owen 
 

 
His vengeance, though it delay, does not sleep. The day is fixed. 

His determination is made. He is now recording our every act, and 
word, and thought, against that day. So that even now our account 
is making up, our judgment is preparing. The day is fixed. It will 
come, and come in all its terrible truth. When that day shall come, 
no man knoweth. They profane the scriptures who dare to pro-
nounce it. But the same scriptures teach that it will be at the end of 
the world. Not at the end of this dispensation, as some interpret the 
word. That is not the usual meaning of the word world in Scripture; 
and we have no right to change a meaning the Holy Ghost has 
given, when the Holy Ghost does not change it.  

The judgment must be after the final resurrection, for all the dead 
will be there. It is to be followed immediately by the eternal punish-
ment of the wicked, and the eternal life of the righteous. It shall be 
when Christ comes in great glory, and all his holy angels with him, 
and he shall sit upon the throne of his glory. It shall be at the con-
summation of the things of this world, or else the design of the judg-
ment in vindicating all God’s ways to man will not be met.  

Ah, my friends, whether that day be remote or near, the day of 
our death is near, and after death there can be no preparation made 
to meet it. Would that the time, wasted in curious questions about 
times and seasons, were spent in holy walking with God, and 
preaching and telling the story of Christ crucified. 
 

~George W. Bethune 
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 Let everything that hath breath praise 
the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.  

Psalm 150:6 
 
 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m. 
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