
January 27, 2019 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Today: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Installation of office bearer services 
with Rev. Verhoef. No classes. 

 
This Week: Monday, January 28, 7:00 p.m., Rev. Adams and Elder 

Jim Koedam will conduct church visitation. Any member who wishes 
to be heard by the visiting deputies may indicate this to the clerk. 
However, this may only pertain to matters previously discussed with 
the consistory. 

 Thursday, January 31, 7:00 p.m. Rev. Vergunst holds a second topic 
on marriage at the Corporate Center in Sioux Center 
Friday, February 1, 5:00-8:00, the NRCS Ladies auxiliary annual 
soup supper and bake sale is in the school gym 

 
Next Week: Morning catechism reading service and a 6:30 p.m. 
reading service.  Catechism and adult classes resume after the 
morning service. Assignments are on the website. 

-All the Lord Willing- 
 
Offerings Today: 1st General Fund      Next week: 1st General Fund 
          2nd NAGMission         2nd School Fund 
 
We Remember in Prayer:  
-Mr. Zomer, who commemorates his 78th birthday on February 2 
-Those who have been unable to gather with us for some time, our 
widows and widowers, our elderly, the unborn, prodigal sons and 
daughters, those who are under doctor’s care, and all those who 
have hidden crosses. 

 
MEDITATION 

 
Bear One Another’s Burdens 

Dear friends, the Apostle Paul wrote to the Galatians, chapter 
6:2, “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”  

This text is applicable for us concerning spiritual and physical 
burdens of our fellow traveler to eternity. In the first verse we read: 
“if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore 
such an one in the spirit of meekness.” This instruction was 
necessary for the Galatians, but much more for us, living at a time 
that love is disappearing so much. The Apostle does not say, “if a 
man doeth wrong,” or “if a man be overtaken in a fault, do not pay 
any attention to it.” But we are called to restore such a one in the 
spirit of meekness, considering thyself. If a person who does not 

have a knowledge of himself is called to judge a person who is at 
fault, the judgment will be hard and merciless.  

We see this in the parable of the merciless servant, which owed 
the king ten thousand talents. He begged his Lord, “Have patience 
with me,” and when the debt was forgiven, he could not have 
patience with his fellow servant. This servant was in debt for a very 
great sum, and prayed for forgiveness, but could not forgive his 
fellow servant, who owed him a little sum.  

Friends, if we realize our debt before the Lord, is this not a great 
debt? If we see the debt our fellowman has toward us, is it not very 
little? We pray, “And forgive us our debt,” but by nature we are 
more desirous to be forgiven than to forgive others. Is this not a 
sad sign of not being discovered of our own sins? The less 
discovering, the harder the judgment about others, and the more 
discovering, the softer the judgment. We often see that there is 
more talk about a person who is overtaken in a fault than we see 
a desire to restore him or her. Often times there is more talk than 
prayer, and more harm is done than help is offered. Many people 
know the law so well for others, but they are not too particular about 
the law for themselves.  

In Matthew 23, Jesus said, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in 
Moses’ seat. (Verse 4) – “For they bind heavy burdens and 
grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they 
themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.” 
Sometimes we make the burden heavier instead of lighter for our 
fellow man.  

Paul said: “Bear ye one another’s burdens.” Augustine, by 
explaining this text, compares the church with a herd of deer. 
When they are seeking a pasture that is on the other side of the 
river, one deer cannot swim alone. The stream is too strong and 
the individual deer would drown. They go into the river all together; 
one goes in front and the other ones swim close to each other and 
lay the heavy antlers upon the deer, which is next to them. So they 
form one block, and are not taken along by the stream. As the deer 
that swims in front of the herd gets tired, then the next deer takes 
over and the herd takes the tired one along. So the herd of deer 
come to the other side of the river, and can enjoy the green 
pasture. Friends, often times we can learn lessons if we observe 
the animals.  

So it is our calling to bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill 
the law of Christ. Matthew 7:12, “Therefore all things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them; for this 
is the law and the prophets.” We must love our neighbor as 
ourselves. The law of Christ is a law of love. We must love our 



Creator above all things, and if we do so, then we must love our 
neighbor for the Lord’s sake.  

The law of Christ is not a heavy burden, for if we only would fulfill 
the law of Christ and “bear one another’s burdens,” the heaviest 
burden becomes light. Christ said in Matthew 11:29-30, “Take my 
yoke upon you and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.” O may the Lord bless us with grace to follow Christ. 
This is a way of self-denial, for a gracious reward is connected to 
it. Isaiah 53:4-5; “Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows; yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him; and with His stripes we are healed.”    ~Rev. M. Romeyn 
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I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made: marvellous are thy 
works; and that my soul knoweth right 

well.  Psalms 139:14 
 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.  
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