
November 12, 2023 
 

This Week: 9:30 a.m. Reading Service 

    2:30 p.m. Rev. Witvoet 

    NO Classes after the morning service 

 

Next Week:  9:30 a.m. Reading Service 

    2:30 p.m. Rev. Baan 

    NO Classes after the morning service 

 

Thursday: The Siouxland Modern Media Committee would like to 
invite you to a Zoom workshop at 7:30 pm covering the topic of 
Artificial Intelligence. Our workshop will feature WHAT AI is, WHO 
is using it and HOW, and WHAT your family should be aware of. 
We hope you'll make time to tune into this informative and appli-
cable workshop!   

Meeting ID: 822 3069 6041 Passcode: C25D62 
 

Advance Notices: 

 -November 23, 9:30 a.m. Thanksgiving Service with Rev. Baan 

 

 -December 11, 7:30 p.m. Annual congregation meeting 

 

-The Timothy Young Adult Group of Franklin Lakes/Clifton, NJ is 
organizing a weekend for young adults (post-high school) 
on January 4-6, D.V.  Rev. H. de Leeuw hopes to give the 
topic and various activities are being planned.  For 
additional information and to register, please 
visit www.timothygroupnrc.org (password January2024). 

 
 -January 10, 7:00 p.m. Confession of Faith class starts 

 

-All the Lord willing- 

 

 

Collections: Today: 1st General Fund   Next week: 1st General Fund 

          2nd Emeritus Fund        2nd Prison Diary 

 

 

We Remember in Prayer: 

-Vonn van Beek, son of Cameron and Ashley, who hopes to have 

surgery tomorrow on the ureter on one of his kidneys.  

-Our widows and lonely ones, the unborn, prodigal sons and 

daughters, and all those with hidden crosses. 

 

MEDITATIONS 
 

I am in eternity — and you are on the brink! 
(James Smith, "A Solemn Admonition" 1859) 

 
Passing through a country graveyard the other day, an inscription 

on a head-stone struck my eye. The stone was by the side of the 
path, where everyone could see it, and it was placed there in 
memory of a young man who died at the age of seventeen. 

 It was — "Reader, one moment, Stop, and think: That I am in 
eternity! And you are on the brink!" 

 In eternity! A young man, only seventeen years of age, in 
eternity! In a fixed, a changeless, an eternal state! In Heaven — or 
in Hell! Saved with an everlasting salvation — or damned forever! 

 If it should be the latter — what a fearful supposition! And yet 
many have gone to Hell — before they have been seventeen years 
of age! 

 "I am in eternity — and you are on the brink!" Yes, though you 
may be young, apparently healthy, full of life and vigor — you are 
on the brink of eternity! A slight accident, or a few days illness — 
and you are in eternity! What a solemn thought! What will eternity 
be to you? Where will you be in eternity? Are your sins pardoned? 
Are you reconciled to God by the death of His Son? Are you 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit — and thus made fit for Heaven?  

If not, remember that in Hell, there is . . . no gospel, no means of 
grace, no way of escape from the wrath of God! Once there — and 
your doom is fixed forever! Think, O think . . . Of the dreadful 
consequences of dying in your sins! Of going down to the grave in 
an unconverted state! Of dying under the curse of God!  

"Behold, now is the accepted time! Behold, now is the day of 
salvation!"  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Reader! The above was written over 150 years ago. All who then 

read this little piece — are now in eternity! All who now read this 
little piece — are on the brink! "Reader, one moment, Stop, and 
think: That I am in eternity! And you are on the brink! 

 
 
 
 

How stands the case, my soul, with thee? 
For Heaven are thy credentials clear? 

Is Jesus’ blood thy only plea? 
Is He thy great Forerunner there?  

~J. Kent 
 

http://www.timothygroupnrc.org/


Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. Serve the LORD 
with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 

 
God’s worship ought to be, and shall be universal. All lands shall 

participate in it. It must be hearty and joyful. At fit times it should be 
audible – with a noise. The whole heart, mind, strength and soul 
may well be brought into it. “God’s praise is his worship.” 

Our powers of music should be cultivated. If we are to sing, we 
must learn to sing, Otherwise we will make discord, and disturb the 
devotions of our fellow-worshippers. The greatest preachers and 
scholars have given their attention to this matter. Cobbin: “Luther 
would have immortalized his name had he done no more than writ-
ten the majestic air and harmony to which we are accustomed to 
sing this Psalm, and which, when the mind is in a truly worshipping 
frame, seems to bring heaven down to earth, and to raise earth to 
heaven, giving us anticipations of the pure and sublime delights of 
that noble and general assembly in which saints and angels shall 
forever celebrate the praises of God.”  

Church music should be solemn; for it is an awful thing to wor-
ship God. It should be simple, that the mass of the people may join 
in it. It should be in good taste, that we may not dishonor God with 
hideous sounds. Of sacred music Chrysostom says: “Nothing so 
lifteth up the soul, so looseth it from the chains of the body, and 
giveth it a contempt for all earthly things.” Augustine: “How freely 
was I made to weep by these hymns and spiritual songs, trans-
ported by the voice of the congregation sweetly singing; – the mel-
ody of their voices filled my ear, and divine truth was poured into my 
heart. Then burned the flame of sacred devotion in my soul, and 
gushing tears flowed from my eyes, as well they might.” In a letter 
dated March 6, 1560, Bishop Jewell says: “A change now appears 
among the people, which nothing promotes more than to sing 
Psalms. Sometimes at Paul’s Cross there will be six thousand peo-
ple singing together.” Burnet says that “the Psalms translated into 
metre were much sung by all who loved the Reformation, and it was 
a sign, by which men’s affections to that work were measured, 
whether they used to sing these or not.” Let sacred music be culti-
vated and abundantly employed. 
 

 
Consistory  

Elders: Mr. Rick Rozeboom, Mr. Craig Timmer  
Deacon: Mr. Norm DeWit  

Contacts  
Moderator: Rev. Slingerland 

Bulletin announcements: Mr. Craig Timmer nrcsfsd@gmail.com  
Sermon recordings: Mr. Ryan Rozeboom  

Website: nrcsf.com 
Consistory meets on the first Monday of the month at 10:00 a.m. 
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Sing unto the LORD; for he hath done 

excellent things: this is known in all the 
earth.  

Isaiah 12:5 
 
 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m. 
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