Bible History Puzzie 63

A few days after the spies had returned, the tents were rolled up.
The Israelites were going to travel to the Jordan . They
needed to cross over that broad river yet, and then they would be
in the promised land. But how is that going to happen? There were
no ships. And there was also no bridge. Remember the Red Sea,
which the Israelites had to cross when they left Egypt? There was
no bridge there either, and also no ships, but the Lord made a
path! Joshua and Caleb could still remember that, but they were
the only ones in this who had seen it happen. Now by
the Jordan River the Lord did the same thing. He had promised
the Israelites to bring them into Canaan! And whatever the Lord
promises, He always does.

The walked in the front in their long white robes.
They carried the golden ark on their shoulders. Behind the priests
came all the men, women, and children, the sheep and the cows.
And then what happened? When the priests had just put their
in the water of the river... the river stopped flowing. It completely
stopped and became a wall of water! Now there was a path.

The priests walked to the of the river, where it was the
deepest. They stopped and stayed standing there while all the
people and the animals walked past them all the way to the other
side. Not one was left behind. Not one drowned. Not even one

little sheep! When they had all reached the other , the
priests were still standing in the middle of the river.
Then the Lord told Joshua, “Out of each one man needs

to go get a stone.“ Twelve men and twelve stones. Exactly as

many stones as there were tribes of israel. The stones were very

large and heavy and had to be taken to the side and set on the
of the river. Why?

Joshua told the people, “When your children ask their parents,

‘What are these stones?’, then the need to tell them

how the Lord made a path through the river. They may never
forget that the Lord brought them into Canaan. They may never

that He fulfilled the promise that he promised their
forefathers.”

In the river itself Joshua also piled stones, right on the
spot where the priests stood. When the stones were all piled up,
the priests went to the other side too.

Now they were in the promised . It had taken so long!
But finally, they were out of the hot, dry desert. They were in the
land where there was plenty. There was water and bread and
vegetables and fruit, milk, and honey.

The priests had barely reached the other side of the river when
the water started to again. The path through the river was
no longer there. It looked just like it did before.

How they praised God for all His goodness. “It is the Lord who
has brought us over this path through the Jordan River just
like He did through the Red Sea. We must never forget this!”

The enemies in Canaan trembled when they heard about this

wonder! And Jericho? They quickly shut all the . Do you
think that will help?
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Decipher the text by breaking the code:
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True or False: CELEE

The Israelites crossed the Jordan River during a time when the
river was at its lowest level. T or F

The Israelites wandered in the wilderness for 20 years before
crossing into the Promised Land. T or F

The Ark of the Covenant represented God's presence among the
Israelites. T or F

Joshua commanded the Israelites to take twelve stones from the
riverbed to set up as a memorial. T or F

The purpose of the memorial stones was to remind the Israelites
of their long journey through the desert. T o F

After crossing the Jordan River, the Israelites immediately went
back to wandering in the wilderness. T or F

The purpose of crossing the Jordan River was to escape from
their enemies in Egypt. T o F

E E [1]

. Which river did the Israelites have to cross to

enter the Promised Land?

. What did the Priests carry when they crossed

the Jordan River?

. What did the Israelites pick up from the middle

of the Jordan River?

. Why did the Lord tell Joshua to have the men

pile the twelve stones together?

. Does this story remind you of another story

about the Israelites? Which one and why?
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