
July 4, 2021 
 

 
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

This Week: 9:30 a.m. Reading Service, 6:30 p.m. Catechism 
Reading Service. Scripture reading following morning service. 

 
There is a singalong for the young people 9th grade and up at the 

Rock valley church basement* this evening after their evening 
service. *note change of location 

 
Wednesday, Bible study groups meet at 7:00 p.m. at Living Bread 
 
Friday, singalong at 7:00 p.m. at the Hudson Community Center 
 
Next Week:   9:30 a.m. Reading Service, 6:30 p.m. Catechism 

Reading Service. Scripture reading following morning service. 
 
Advance Notice: August 10 annual church picnic.  We encourage 

all our members and regular attendees to come for a time of 
fellowship. 

 
-All the Lord willing- 

 
 

Offerings Today: 1st General Fund        Next week: 1st General Fund 
        2nd School Fund         2nd Living Bread 
 
 
Confession of Faith: Anyone interested in joining a class of 
preparation for confession of faith is asked to contact one of the 
elders. 

 
 
We Remember in Prayer: 
-Pray for a desire among our churches to hear all the counsel of 
God, that we would be wary of the temptation to focus upon pet 
doctrines, smooth words, and other personal preferences – that 
the Lord would bless us and that we might hear all His Words, 
with tender affection toward them, in order to serve our Father in 
heaven. (Matt. 28:18-20) 

-Our widows, widowers and lonely ones, the unborn, prodigal sons 
and daughters, those undergoing treatments, and all those with 
hidden crosses. 

 

MEDITATION 
 

I Fear God 
“And Joseph said unto them the third day, This do, and live; for 

I fear God.” Genesis 42:18 
Joseph’s words reflected his upbringing in a God-fearing family 

even though for years he was living far away from his father’s house 
among the idolatrous Egyptians. As far as we know there were no 
people in Egypt who feared God. This was a dangerous 
environment for Joseph’s spiritual life. Yet, he feared God among 
people who were slaves of sin, people who were traveling on the 
“broad way”. We clearly notice the power of God’s grace which kept 
Joseph from sliding onto such a slippery path.  

Similarly, Obadiah lived in the royal palace of a king who sold 
himself to Satan to work against the Lord, the God of Israel. Yet, we 
read of him: “Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly.” (1 Kings 18:3). 
At the palace of the godless Caesar (Emperor Nero), there were 
people just like Joseph and Obadiah who feared the Lord. Paul 
wrote to the Philippians about these people: “All the saints salute 
you, chiefly they that are of Caesar’s household.” (Philippians 4:22). 
Saints in Nero’s house, Obadiah in Ahab’s palace and God-fearing 
Joseph in idolatrous Egypt teach us just how almighty God is and 
how He protects His people in the midst of an evil world.  

“Joseph said… I fear God.” Is it perhaps somewhat high-minded 
when a person gives a good testimony of himself? Was Joseph 
being overly pious? This is not how we want to think about Joseph. 
I rather think it was extolling free grace and praising God’s holiness. 
It is a privilege if we may say, in truth, with Joseph: “…I fear God” 
and with Joshua: “…as for me, and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” (Joshua 24:15). The question comes to you and me, do we 
fear God? If so, you are truly blessed, even if it is not aperfect faith 
and you still have to struggle with your shortcomings. Yet you will 
be blessed beyond compare for time and eternity. To your regret, 
do you often stumble? Is your life not as it ought to be? The Lord, in 
His love, will look on you in mercy and overlook your shortcomings, 
because He “pitieth them that fear Him.” He will graciously keep His 
people and will grant them complete salvation at His time. “Oh, how 
great is Thy goodness, which Thou hast laid up for them that fear 
Thee.” (Psalm 31:19).  

However, we must warn you; be careful! Search diligently if you 
can say, in truth, with Joseph: “…I fear God.” Remember, to say 
this, one needs more than just to embrace the views of Calvin. To 
fear God is not just keeping your store closed and not doing any 
business or any unnecessary work on Sundays. To fear God is not 
just clean living, avoiding all things you know are wrong, nor reading 
religious books, singing, praying or other duties which are good in 



themselves and even a “Christian in name only” can do without 
being converted. Fearing God in truth is worked by the Spirit in 
regeneration. Then all the good fruits listed above will be seen.  

Therefore, prayerfully search your heart and life. Remember, 
what you do could be habit or piety and even in your heart you may 
say that you fear God but miss the fruit thereof. Jesus said: “…by 
their fruits ye shall know them.” (Matthew 7:20).  

~Wulfert Floor 
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All who would like to stand for the 3rd song are welcome to. 
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Exalt the LORD our God, and 
worship at his holy hill; for the 

LORD our God is holy. 
Psalm 99:9 

 
 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m. 
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