
June 3, 2018 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Today: We hope to have Student Witvoet in our midst at 9:30 a.m. 

and 2:30 p.m. He is in Sioux Center this evening. 

 

-Next Week: We hope to have  morning catechism service and an 

evening reading service. 

Congregational meeting, tomorrow, Monday, June 4 at 7:00 

p.m. for the purpose of calling a minister.  The duo is Candidate 

Witvoet and Rev. Brugge. 

 

-Advance Notice: Rev. Vogelaar on June 24, 9:30 and 6:30  

 

-All the Lord Willing- 

 

Offerings Today: 1st General Fund      Next week: 1st General Fund 

   2nd School Fund          2nd Living Bread 

 

We Remember in Prayer:  

-With thanksgiving, the acceptance of a new student, Mr. J. 

Slingerland, to the theological school. Also for the exams going 

well for the current students, Students de Leeuw and Witvoet, who 

has been declared Candidate 

-The congregations in the Netherlands who were also gladdened 

with two students being able to be accepted into their theological 

school, Mr. M. Boersma and Mr. M. G. van Middendorp.  

 

MEDITATIONS 

HOW CLOSE? 

The well-known story has often been told.  A noble-man wishes to 

engage a man to drive his coach and horses.  When the applicants 

arrived, he asked each one the same question:  “How near can you 

drive to the edge of a cliff without going over?” 

The first applicant’s answer was a few feet.  The next applicant’s 

answer was a few inches.  But then came a man who replied, “My 

lord, I keep as far away from the edge of a cliff as I can.”  He was 

appointed. 

The lesson is obvious, and needs no application.  But if you want 

a divine commentary, much of the Book of Proverbs deals with this 

important point. 

 

Dear Congregation,  

 
“…And hide thyself by the brook Cherith” (1 Kings 17:3b). 

 

We read here that the Lord knows His child needs a hiding place 

and that it is the Lord Himself who directs His child to it. Elijah, a child 

of God, is a servant of the Lord with a mandate the Lord has entrusted 

unto him. He has gone to the palace of King Ahab and has brought 

God’s message unto him, a message not received by Ahab with a 

spirit of humility.  

We often see that the message of the Lord awakens enmity in 

the hearts of those who receive it. Notice that the Lord not only knows 

His servant needs a hiding place but also tells him where the hiding 

place is. Elijah is to go to the brook Cherith which has its beginning at 

Mt. Ephraim and empties into the Jordan River.  

It would be a blessing if you and I also had an enemy, not an 

enemy in the world but an enemy of your soul. The Lord knows of 

those souls attacked by such an enemy. The Lord has a hiding place 

for such souls, and it is in His great mercy that He comes to them 

saying, “Come, hide thyself.” To the prophet the Lord says, “Hide 

thyself by the brook Cherith.” To a struggling child of God He says, 

“Come, hide thyself behind the precious blood of my dear Son.” 

 What a wonderful hiding place it is behind the blood and 

righteousness of Christ—behind Him who suffered and died for the 

sins of His people. There the holy One says, “When I see the blood, I 

will pass over you.” Just as Elijah was safe from all his enemies in the 

place God had provided, so the children of God are safe in the 

sacrifice of the Saviour.  Your minister, Rev. J den Hoed 

 

 

The sweetest discoveries of God are readily ushered in with 

darkest nights.  God’s visit is ordinarily like the break of the day upon 

the back of a dark night.  “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 

cometh in the morning.”  As it literally was in the dark night that God 

visited Jacob in Gen. 28, so you will see what a dark night of trouble 

and distress Jacob was in when he met with God at Peniel, and 

wrestled with the angel and prevailed.  He had been compassed 

with clouds of fear on the account of Esau, who was meeting him 

with four hundred men.  You that are in a dark night of distress and 

perplexity may be encouraged to wait on, for the Lord ushers in 

manifestations of Himself with the darkest nights.     

~Rev. Ralph Erskine                                                                      



Netherlands Reformed Congregations 

Curatorium of the Theological School 
 

May 30, 2018 
 
Dear Consistory and Congregation, 
 
The Curatorium met on Wednesday, May 30th for the purpose of hearing 
Consistorial attests as well as examining our present students.  At this 
time we may report that freedom was given to accept one new student 
to begin studies in our Theological School, namely Deacon Jack 
Slingerland, of the Lethbridge, Alberta congregation.  Mr. Slingerland is 
a farmer of forty two years of age and has eight children.  We read the 
words of the prophet Amos, "I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet's 
son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit:  And the 
LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said unto me, Go, 
prophesy unto My people Israel."  Such great changes in providence are 
certainly not a light matter, therefore we ask that you remember Student 
Slingerland with his family in a special way especially in the months to 
come when it will be necessary for them to leave behind not only Alberta 
and a former way of life, but also friends and family. 
 
After four years, Student J. Witvoet has finished his studies at our 
Theological School and has passed all his examinations.  He has 
therefore received his Diploma and has been declared a Candidate for 
the ministry.  He is eligible to receive a call beginning Monday, June 4th.  
May we also not forget him before the throne of grace, that he may 
receive clarity by the leading of the Holy Spirit concerning that flock over 
which the Lord will make him overseer.  
 
Student H. de Leeuw has completed his third year of studies and  has 
been promoted to his last year.  May the Lord also grant him a little rest 
in the coming months, that he may with the Lord's help be able to finish 
next year. 
 
As was pointed out to us in the Prayer Service before the meeting, by 
Solomon the Lord says, "My vineyard, which is Mine, is before Me" (Song 
of Solomon 8:12).  Truly, He watches over His Church.  May we be given 
to acknowledge Him alone for His blessings, and may His remnant 
receive the benefit. 
 

 

 
 

Netherlands Reformed 

Congregation 
Sioux Falls, SD 

 

 
 

Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts 
with praise: be thankful unto him, 

and bless his name.  
Psalm 100:4 

 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.  


