
March 15, 2020 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Today:  9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. services with Rev. Vergunst. No 

classes. 
 
This Week Wednesday, March 18, we hope to have a midweek 

service at 7:00 p.m. with Rev. Hofman 
 
Next Week:  9:30 a.m. Catechism Reading Service and 2:30 p.m. 

Service with Rev. Witvoet. No classes 
-All the Lord willing- 

 
Offerings Today: 1st General Fund      Next week: 1st General Fund 
               2nd School Fund      2nd Hudson Taylor 
 
Marriage announcement: William John Van Der Vlist and Rhonda 

Sue Hup hope to be untied in Holy Matrimony in our church, on May 
14 at 10:30 a.m. with Rev. Adams officiating. Any legal objections 
may be brought to the consistory. This is the first announcement. 

 
NRC School Supper is planned for April 6. Please RSVP to the 

school by March 23 with payment.  
 
We Remember in Prayer: 
-Mr. Norm Jongetjes and Mrs. Joyce van Voorst whose brother, Mr. 
Roger Jongetjes, passed away this past week. 

-This country and all those affected in various ways by the impact of 
the sickness, as our President has declared a National Day of 
Prayer. May it lead us to repentance and self-examination.  

-Those who have been unable to gather with us for some time, our 
widows and widowers, our elderly, the unborn, prodigal sons and 
daughters, those who are under doctor’s care, and all those who 
have hidden crosses. 

 

MEDITATION 
 

“But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for Me, but weep for yourselves, and for your 

children.” (Luke 23:28) 
As Jesus was led away to be crucified, a group of weeping women 

followed. They didn’t try to hide their tears and were not bothered by 
the huge crowd of Jesus’ enemies. With their loud wailing, they 
showed sympathy for the suffering Jesus. Jesus, Who had spoken 
such friendly words, embraced children and healed many people 

miraculously. These women couldn’t believe, not even for a minute, 
that Jesus was a criminal. With their weeping and crying they felt sorry 
for Jesus; which should have been a relief for Jesus on His way of 
suffering.  

However, Jesus knew their hearts and the ‘spring’ from which these 
tears arose; not a broken and contrite spirit, just an emotional 
outburst. What was wrong with these tears? These were tears of 
those who have only a ‘feeling’ for true conversion, those who build 
on their emotions, those who profess to love Jesus, yet have only self-
love. These women were not at all happy with, and didn’t need, a 
Saviour Who would give His life as a ransom for many, Who would 
glorify God’s justice, Who would pay in full for the sins of His people, 
Who would obtain life by perfect obedience. These women had never 
looked in the ‘mirror’ of God’s Law to see that they were cursed and 
worthy of hell. How many of us also shed emotional tears for Jesus, 
yet have no need of a Surety for our sins? Do we really love God’s 
justice? The women did not want to know anything about this; they 
loved a Jesus of their own making. God’s people are no strangers of 
this, because with the grace they are given, they still try to obtain 
salvation in their own way. Their tears seem much more valuable than 
Jesus’ suffering and dying. They need not only to be saved from their 
sins and sinful existence, but also need to be shown their useless 
tears of self-love. God’s children need to be ‘set free’ from themselves 
or it is nothing more than a ‘pretend’ faith at the cost of God’s justice 
which could never be compromised.  

The tears of these women for Jesus are nothing but an attack from 
the devil, attempting to sway Jesus from being obedient to His Father. 
How willing and firm Jesus remained through His suffering. Jesus saw 
through everything - the hearts of these women and Satan’s schemes. 
How did Jesus react? Did He pour His wrath over the women with 
harsh words, because they hindered Him? No! See the patience and 
love He showed. Jesus turned to the women. How many times had 
they heard His preaching, yet He was not tired of them. Jesus did not 
say: “I can hardly handle My own suffering…” but He addressed them 
in love. It was also a rebuke: “Weep not for Me.” It was as if He was 
saying “Do not hinder Me and My work any longer. There is no other 
way to salvation than by redemption from sin through My sacrifice. 
Your tears show that you do not comprehend or need My work.”  

The tears of the daughters of Jerusalem were a result of spiritual 
blindness. Shouldn’t these women weep? Surely, they needed to 
weep, but as Jesus immediately continued: “Weep for yourselves, and 
for your children.” Jesus’ words are for you and me as well. We need 
to learn to weep over God’s wrath against our sins, if our sins are not 
atoned for by Jesus’ sacrifice. All of us need to weep over our deceitful 
hearts, our unconverted state, our sins, the great gap between God 
and our souls, our unbelief and our rejection of salvation in Jesus. We 
should also weep for our children. Jesus knew the terrible judgments 



which would come upon Jerusalem because it rejected the Saviour. 
God would execute judgment on the residents of the city, including 
their children.  

Reader, weep thus for yourself and for your children. Do not dry 
your tears until you know you and your children are safeguarded from 
the wrath to come. Many will weep on Judgment Day, but for them it 
will be… too late! However, for those who have learned to weep in 
truth while on earth, “God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”  

~Rev. C.A. van Dieren 
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Lord, teach us to pray… 
Luke 11:1 

 
 
 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.  
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