February 24, 2019
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today: Morning reading service (Boaz #15) and evening catechism
(#84) service. Classes after the morning service.
Study Groups meet February 28, 7:00 p.m.
Next Week: Morning reading service (Passion) and evening
catechism (#85) service. Classes after the morning service.
Advance Notice: March 12 Rev Witvoet Prayer Day 7:00 p.m.
-All the Lord WillingOfferings Today: 1st General Fund
2nd Emeritus Fund

Next week: 1st General Fund
2nd School Fund

Bolivia Trip Fundraiser: Tomorrow night, February 25, there is a
Dad’s Belgian Waffle Supper fundraiser in the NRCS gym from 5-8
pm. It is free-will donation and the proceeds go towards the Bolivia
Trip group that plans to visit Bolivia this summer.
We Remember in Prayer:
-Mrs. Jennie Johnson was able to return home and is recovering. May
the Lord continue to bless the healing.
-Those who have been unable to gather with us for some time, our
widows and widowers, our elderly, the unborn, prodigal sons and
daughters, those who are under doctor’s care, and all those who
have hidden crosses.

MEDITATIONS
Dear Congregation,
“…And hide thyself by the brook Cherith” (1 Kings 17:3b).
We read here that the Lord knows His child needs a hiding place and
that it is the Lord Himself who directs His child to it. Elijah, a child of
God, is a servant of the Lord with a mandate the Lord has entrusted
unto him. He has gone to the palace of King Ahab and has brought
God’s message unto him, a message not received by Ahab with a
spirit of humility.

We often see that the message of the Lord awakens enmity in the
hearts of those who receive it. Notice that the Lord not only knows His
servant needs a hiding place but also tells him where the hiding place
is. Elijah is to go to the brook Cherith which has its beginning at Mt.
Ephraim and empties into the Jordan River.
It would be a blessing if you and I also had an enemy, not an enemy
in the world but an enemy of your soul. The Lord knows of those souls
attacked by such an enemy. The Lord has a hiding place for such
souls, and it is in His great mercy that He comes to them saying,
“Come, hide thyself.” To the prophet the Lord says, “Hide thyself by
the brook Cherith.” To a struggling child of God He says, “Come, hide
thyself behind the precious blood of my dear Son.”
What a wonderful hiding place it is behind the blood and
righteousness of Christ—behind Him who suffered and died for the
sins of His people. There the holy One says, “When I see the blood, I
will pass over you.” Just as Elijah was safe from all his enemies in the
place God had provided, so the children of God are safe in the
sacrifice of the Saviour.
~Rev. J den Hoed

“…….Oh, to look fully to Jesus, not with a half-heart, but to carry all
our every varying care to Him, and plead the promise. Sure I am, if
we walk in the precept, He will fulfil to us the promise. May He
continually give us grace to do so. Oh, the luxury of living upon Him;
to be constantly depending upon our covenant Father in Christ Jesus!
But faith has, and must have, hard travail to bring forth, and to press
through the crowd of difficulties and impossibilities that lie in the way
to the kingdom of glory. Thus faith fights all the journey through, and
upholds the poor, trembling believer; and not only so, but brings him
off victorious at last. The life of faith in the soul of man is wonderful,
and is, I believe, a wonder to the angels in heaven; and I am sure we
are often a wonder to ourselves, - at least I am. Oh, what a God we
have to do with! So full of love and compassion; and although He tries
us, it is all in love to bring us to know Him more, that we might love
Him better. Should we not give our undivided hearts to this gracious
God and Father in Christ Jesus? The last chapter of the Gospel of
John is so full, precious, and abounding in the love of the TriuneJehovah, from the 14th to the 18th verse. Read it with prayer, and see
how certain and secure is our salvation, what a firm foundation it rests
upon. What is the world, or the glory of a thousand such perishing
worlds as this, when compared with the glory that shall be revealed in
them that love His appearing?”
~Mary Winslow in a letter to her daughter
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